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WATER IS LIFE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when
the sun barely peeks over the sky, mil-
lions of women and children across the
developing world wake up and make
their daily, dangerous walk in search
of the necessity of life: water.

They walk for miles in water-scarce
regions to a well or polluted river for
water. During these long walks, they
are often put at risk of sexual abuse
and assault. Also, bad guys control the
wells and abuse women in return for
the sometimes polluted water.

The time-consuming search for water
results in rape, pregnancy, child kid-
napping, and high educational dropout
rates. Access to water, sanitation, and
hygiene prevents disease. It also im-
proves the safety and security of
women and children across the entire
world.

It is encouraging to see our Nation
and Congress recognizing water as the
global security crisis that it is and the
need to build capacity to clean water.
With our God-given resources, we have
it within our power and our duty to
help others access clean water—the
key to life.

And that is just the way it is.

———

WORLD AIDS DAY

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, today is
the 29th World AIDS Day. Let us com-
memorate those who lost their lives
and commit to reducing the 37,000 new
HIV infections that occur each year in
the United States.

In my hometown of Newark, New
Jersey, new HIV cases have been rising
among young people under the age of
25. According to experts, the rise in
new HIV/AIDS cases among young peo-
ple in Newark is linked to the opioid
crisis.

Mr. Speaker, there has been a lot of
discussion lately about the opioid cri-
sis, but we forget that it is linked to so
many other issues—mental health ac-
cess, poverty, communicable disease,
joblessness, and the list goes on.

Congress can help end the opioid cri-
sis and the HIV/AIDS crisis here in the
United States soon. But to do that, we
must increase funding for healthcare
access, mental health treatment, anti-
poverty programs, disease control, edu-
cation, and access to HIV PrEP medi-
cation.

—————

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL
McCDERMOTT of HOMER, NEW YORK
(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Mr. Michael
McDermott of Homer, New York. Mike
is a veteran of the United States Navy,
having served from 1964 through 1967,
including 13 months of service in Viet-
nam. When Mike returned home from
the Navy and Vietnam, he became ac-
tive in the Homer community serving
as a village trustee for 6 years and
mayor for 6 years.

Mike’s true passion has been as an
advocate for his fellow veterans
through his service at the American
Legion Post 465 in Homer where he has
been a member for over 34 years. Dur-
ing his time with Post 465, Mike has
served in many roles, including com-
mander for 13 years. He also served as
commander of the Cortland County
American Legion.

Mike is also involved in State and
national leadership for The American
Legion. He serves on the National Se-
curity Council for The American Le-
gion and with the National and New
York American Legion Press Associa-
tions.

Most importantly, Mike continu-
ously gives back to Cortland County’s
and Homer’s veterans, hosting a vet-
erans service fair and supporting vet-
erans’ causes throughout the village
and county each and every year.

We are grateful to compassionate
citizens 1like Michael McDermott
throughout our communities, and we
are grateful for their service and dedi-
cation to our Nation’s veterans. Thank
you to Michael McDermott from a giv-
ing and warm community. We appre-
ciate his service.

————

WORLD AIDS DAY

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commemorate World AIDS Day. The
theme this year is Increasing Impact
Through Transparency, Account-
ability, and Partnerships.

First, I would like to thank Leader
PrELOSI for her steadfast commitment
to fighting HIV and AIDS and for guar-
anteeing strong United States leader-
ship in this area.

As the cofounder and co-chair of the
bipartisan Congressional HIV/AIDS
Caucus with my good friend, Congress-
woman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, we have
seen significant progress that we have
made in the global fight against HIV.

Year after year, Congress has come
together in a bipartisan way to stop
the spread of this disease. From
PEPFAR and the Global Fund to fight
AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria—
which I was very proud to help write—
to the Ryan White CARE Act and the
Minority AIDS Initiative, the United
States has been a global leader in com-
mitting the critical resources needed
to end this disease both here at home
and abroad.

Partly due to our efforts, over 20 mil-
lion people around the world have ac-
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cess to lifesaving antiretroviral treat-
ment. Twenty million people getting
lifesaving medicine is more than the
population of the State of New York.
So in memory of those who died much
too soon, let’s recommit ourselves to
ending AIDS by 2030 and realizing an
AIDS-free generation.

————

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL
URBAN SECURITY TECHNOLOGY
LABORATORY

(Mr. DONOVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge the 70th anniver-
sary of the National Urban Security
Technology Laboratory, also known as
NUSTL.

Located in New York City, NUSTL
has been a critical asset in protecting
our homeland since 1947. It began as a
lab to measure radioactive fallout. Now
as part of the Department of Homeland
Security’s Science and Technology Di-
rectorate, it has been transformed into
a one-of-a-kind testing and evaluation
laboratory for the first responder com-
munity.

I have had the opportunity to visit
NUSTL and saw firsthand the impres-
sive work being done on a daily basis.
It is constantly developing and testing
new tools that ensure the brave women
and men on our front lines can protect
our homeland, and it is critical they
have the resources needed to continue
their innovative work.

I thank the dedicated women and
men of NUSTL for their services. Con-
gratulations on this important anni-
versary. I look forward to continuing
to celebrate your remarkable accom-
plishments for years to come.

————
OPPOSE SENATE TAX BILL

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak out against the Sen-
ate’s version of the tax reform bill be-
cause this bill will hurt the central
coast in California.

By fully repealing the State and local
tax deduction, 177,000 households in my
district that deduct an average of
$23,000 each year will be hurt.

By repealing the student loan inter-
est deduction, low- and middle-income
students in my district will find college
further out of reach and will be hurt.

By allowing individual tax cuts to ex-
pire on people earning less than $75,000,
over 140,000 households in my district
will see their taxes go up and they will
be hurt.

Now, with confirmation that the tax
cuts will not pay for themselves but
will add over $1 trillion to our debt,
this tax reform bill will be a tax burden
bill not only for my constituents in my
district, but for all of our constituents
in our Nation. Worse, this bill will hurt
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